Writing Tips for Mrs. Weimer
Capitalization 


Proper nouns such as names of people, places, and things


Beginning of sentences

Names


Use either the person’s full name or their last name. Never just their first name

Prepositional Phrases


Prepositions show relationship between a noun or pronoun and the rest of the sentence.

· She rummaged through the attic of her house looking for old treasures.

When a prepositional phrase comes at the beginning of the sentence there should be a comma after the phrase.

· Under the pile of clothes, we found his wallet.
· On the sand of the beach by the inlet, we relaxed in the sun.
Homonyms


Words that sound the same but have different meaning.  Below are the most common

· Their – possession

· There – location

· They’re – contraction meaning they are

· Were – past tense of go

· Where – location

· Wear – to put something on
Spelling


Make sure you spell words correctly, especially the most common ones.

Punctuation


Periods, commas, question marks, etc.  

All sentences must end with some form of punctuation.  Avoid run on sentences by not using and more than once in a sentence.  Read the sentences aloud, punctuations usually go where you pause.

Typed Papers

All assignments that are typed need to follow the format below.



Font – Times New Roman



Size – 12



Spacing – doubled, but not an extra double space between paragraphs



Margins – 1 inch all around



Title Page – see APA template
Remember, I am human.  If you have so many grammatical and mechanical errors that it makes it difficult for me to read, your grade will be hindered.  One sure way to avoid this is to read what you write a loud to yourself or someone else.  When you listen to what you write you can generally catch your mistakes.
