Chapter Study Outline
I. The populist challenge

A. The farmers' plight
1. Falling agricultural prices - since cotton stopped being produced during the Civil War, other countries picked up the slack
2. Growing economic dependency as a result of sharecropping and tenant farming for both white and black farmers.
3. Regional variants
a. In trans-Mississippi West - borrowed everything for their farms couldn’t pay off the bank loans
b. In South - debt due to lots of cotton
4. Thought everything was a result of high freight rates, excessive interest rates, and the fiscal policy of the government
B. Farmers Alliance
1. Origins and spread - started in Texas in the late 1870s as a way to end the isolation of farm life and stayed away from politics. 
2. Initial cooperative approach; "exchanges" - loan money to farmers and sell their produce, but the farms couldn’t finance it and the banks refused to. They needed government help
3. Turn to "subtreasury plan," political engagement. The government would create warehouses where framers could store their crops until they were sold. The crops would be used as collateral to issue loans to farmers at low interest rates so the dependence on the banks would go down. Since Congress would have to approve, this led them into politics.
C. The People's (Populist) Party - emerged in the 1890s
1. Grassroots mobilization - wasn’t just for farmers but for all producing classes including miners and industrial workers.  It condemned injunctions and police force against strikes so the Knights of Labor supported it.  Most members though were in the South and West.
a. Used education  and community organization, created newspapers and local offices and traveling speakers to get their message across.
2. Guiding vision
a. Commonwealth of small producers as fundamental to freedom embraced the technology of the day while looking at the federal government to regulate
b. Promoted agricultural education and believed farmers should adopt modern scientific methods of cultivation.
c. Expansion of federal power - to promote common good
d. The populist platform; the Omaha convention
1. Restoration of democracy and economic opportunity
2. the direct election of Senators
3. a graduated income tax
4. government control of currency
5. a system of low cost public financing to enable farmers to market their crops and recognition of public ownership of the railroads to guarantee farmers inexpensive access to markets.
D. Populist coalition
1. Interracial alliance - one of the problems was that many of the whites were landowners while the blacks worked the land
a. Extent - the racism of populists was the same as non populists, but many realized that if they wanted to get rid of The Democratic hold in the south they were going to have to work together.  A coalition did win in North Carolina which brought about a second reconstruction and increased money for education. But the South was different. The Democrats used the same tactics they had to end 
b.
Reconstruction - mobilize whites and warning them against “negro Supremacy”
c. Limits - blacks were not welcome in the Southern Alliances so they formed their own - Colored Farmers Alliance.
2. Involvement of women
a. Mary Elizabeth Lease - famous for speeches about “raising less corn and more hell”
b. Support for women's suffrage - able to gain some in Colorado and Idaho, but losing in Kansas and California
3. Electoral showing for 1892 - Presidential candidate had 1 million popular votes, 22 electoral votes and carried the West. They were able to elect three governors and 15 members to Congress
E. The government and labor
1. Economic collapse of 1893
2. Resurgence of conflict between labor and capital - several times the government sent in troops and police to put down the strikes.
3. Sharpening of government repression of labor
4. Key episodes
a. Miners strike at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho - Idaho declared martial law and sent militia units and federal troops
b. Coxey's Army - march on washington demanding economic relief was put down by soldiers
c. Pullman strike - strike called to about lowering wages.  They were joined by the American Railway Union who said they would not handle trains with any Pullman cars.  The economic system and the railways were crippled by the boycott, President Cleveland’s Attorney General, Richard Olney (who was on the board of several RR companies) had an injunction to stop the strike.  SEveral violent clashes occurred, but the strike finally ended when its leaders Eugene V. Debs was jailed for contempt of court for violating the judicial order.
5. Populists and labor
a. Some success among miners - protected by the Governor of Colorado
b. Supporters of Cleveland left as the depression of 1894 got worse.
c. Minimal success among urban workers; preference for Republicans - mostly because the subtreasury plan didn’t have anything to do with them since the demand for higher farm goods would mean higher prices for food for them.  Use of religion was another turn off - most urban workers were Catholic and instead of the populist party, most shifted to the Republican party allowing them to gain 117 seats in the House that year.
F. Election of 1896
1. Campaign of William Jennings Bryan and "free silver"
Joint support by Democrats and Populists - supported the plight of the farmers
a. Electrifying rhetoric
b. Themes
1. Free silver - against the gold standard - making Biblical references and calling it a cross of gold. belief that the more currency in circulation the less debt the farmers were going to have
2. Social Gospel overtones - champion of  the little people,
3. Vision of activist government - progressive income tax, banking regulation, and the right of workers to form unions.
c. National tour to rally farmers and workers - breaking with tradition, but hoping to join together both sides to show he was more than just a “free silver” guy/\,
2. Campaign of William McKinley
a. Insistence on gold standard - abandoning this would destroy the business confidence and prevent recovery from the depression by making creditors unwilling to extend loans since they could not be certain of the value of the money.
b. Massive financial support from big business - afraid of Bryan’s call for “free silver”
c. National political machine; Mark Hanna - McKinley stayed home, but his campaign manager created a political machines that covered the country with pamphlets, posters, and campaign buttons.
3. Outcome of the election of 1896
a. Sharp regional divide - Bryan carried the South and the West, McKinley the Northeast and Midwest. The electoral margin was 271-176 for the Republicans
b. McKinley victory
4. Significance and legacy
a. Emergence of modern campaign tactics
b. Launching of Republican political dominance
c. Fading of Populism - a strict loyal two party system was no in part with the
d. Republicans holding the North and the Democrats holding the South.
II. The segregated South
A. Redeemers in power - those that dominated the politics after 1877 when Reconstruction ended. - called so because they redeemed themselves from “black rule”
1. Dismantling of Reconstruction programs - slashed state budgets, taxes, reduced public programs and education
2.
Convict lease system - new laws allowed them to arrest any person without employment and increased penalties for petty crimes.  They began to rent out convicts as the prison population grew.  They were forced to work on the rails, mines, and fields as cheap involuntary labor.  Conditions in the labor camps were horrid and it was one of the focuses of the Knights of Labor in the South.
B. Failures of the New South
1. Limits of economic development - some mining, textile and furniture, and even cigarette making continued.
2. Persistence of regional poverty - the attraction though was the low wages and convict labor that it did very little to increase the economic vitality of the south.  Most cities were still export centers for agricultural goods and little or no skilled or industrial labor.  Even in the 1930s, FDR called the South the “number one” economic problem.
C. Black life in the South
1. Rural
a.
Varied prospects around region - Upper south - mines, iron furnaces, and tobacco factories and some were able to acquire their own land. In the southern rice regions, they were not able to rebuild what was destroyed by the War and many plantations lay in ruins. Some blacks were able to acquire land and take up self sufficient farming
b.
Elusive quest for land
2. Urban
a. Network of community institutions -such as schools, and women’s clubs allowed for more black communities to exist.
b. The black middle class was created and kept alive by these new institutions. Many were teachers and physicians and even undertakers serving the needs of the black population.
c. Racially exclusive labor markets
1.  For black men - not able to have supervisory positions or clerks in offices
2. For black women - more worked for wages but mostly as domestic servants - not among the white collar jobs such as secretaries
3. Pockets of interracial unionism - some local unions kept black members, but most unions in the South still excluded black workers.
4. Kansas Exodus - poverty was so bad that many thought leaving the south would provide better opportunity.  From 1879 - 1880 40 to 60,000 African Americans moved to Kansas. looking for political equality, freedom from violence, access to education and economic opportunity.  Most did not have the capital to take up farming and ended up in the cities as unskilled workers.  Although there was job expansion in the North few would hire blacks and preferred to hire white migrants from rural areas and immigrants from Europe.  It wasn’t until WWI that they began to hire blacks. As a result, most of them stayed in the south.
D. Decline of black politics
1.
Narrowing of political opportunity for black men - they did tend to vote more, but the opportunities were more restrictive.  Opportunities in business, the law, and the church were greater opportunities than politics
2.
Shifting of political initiative to black women
a. National Association of Colored Women - women’s rights and racial uplift
b. Middle-class orientation - talked about respectable behavior, aided poor families, lessons in home life and childrearing, battled gambling and drinking.
c. Some didn’t like them, but by insisting that their respectable behavior the same as their white counterparts it challenged the belief that all blacks were second class citizens.
E. Disfranchisement
1. Persistence of black voting following Reconstruction and some kept the Republican party alive. There was a readjuster movement  between 1879 and 1881 in Virginia.
2. Mounting alarm over specter of biracial insurgency - Tennessee and Arkansas had a biracial coalition that challenged the Democratic Party rule. This scared the ruling Democrats and contributed to the disenfranchise movement.
3. Elimination of black vote, state by state - 1898, North Carolina ended the Populist-Republican coalition came with it a violent riot and the ending of the black vote. Between 1890 and 1906 every southern state passed some law to eliminate black voting.
a. on paper the laws seemed color blind - but things like the poll tax, literacy tests, understanding of the state constitution, grandfather clause (eliminated by the Supreme Court in 1915)
4. Justifications and motivations - a way of purifying politics by ending fraud, violence and manipulation of voting . Used the idea of “Negro domination” to justify the denial of the right to vote.
5. Effects
a. Massive purging of blacks from voting rolls
b. Widespread disfranchisement of poor whites as well - they too didn’t meet the requirements
c. Emergence of southern white demagogues - mobilized white voters by appealing to racism.
6. The North's blessing
a. Senate - defeated a proposal for federal protection of black voting rights in the south in 1891
b. Supreme Court - other than the grandfather clause, they did nothing to stop the other laws.
F.The law of segregation
1. Fluidity of race relations following Reconstruction - many stayed segregated, but others opened up for both races.
2. Green light from Supreme Court for legal segregation
a. Civil Rights Cases - invalidated the Civil Rights Act of 1875 that outlawed racial discrimination by hotels, theaters, railroads, and other public facilities. - said the 14th amendment only said state authorities could not do unequal treatment, not private individuals.
b. Plessy v. Ferguson
1. "Separate but equal" doctrine
2. Justice Harlan dissent 0 “Our constitution is color blind” and that segregation came from white’s conviction that they were the dominant race and violated the principle of equal liberty.
3. Spread of segregation laws across South - began to affect every aspect of life
4. Unreality of "separate but equal" - they were either really unequal or nonexistent
5. Segregation as component of overall white domination - segregation was not so much about keeping them apart as it was about making sure that when they were together, whites were supreme.
6. Social etiquette of segregation- way blacks were expected to act.  
7. Effects on other "non-white" groups -Segregation spread to other groups as well including the Chinese, Hispanic and Native American.  Hispanics were considered white in Texas, but barred from many restaurants and public facilities.  Chinese were the lowest of all.
G. Rise of lynching - more than 50 a year from 1883 to 1905
1. Motivations - blacks that challenged the system or who refused to accept the demeaning behavior that was a daily feature of Southern life.
2. Shocking brutality - not just murdered, but often tortured in front of large crowds.
3. The "rape" myth - this is what most lynch victims were accused of after the lynching
4. Ida B. Wells's antilynching crusade openly criticized the treatment of blacks and the approval of the rest of the country of those actions.
5. A distinctively American phenomenon - no where else did this occur for such a long period of time.
H. The politics of memory
1. Civil War as "family quarrel" among white Americans - blacks played no part in it.  Slavery was a minor issue, but it was more over state rights versus national rights.
2. Reconstruction as horrible time of "Negro rule" - where slave had power thrust upon them by the North. This helped give legitimacy to the southern efforts to end black voting
3. Erasure of blacks as historical actors - The South rewrote history and didn’t include any blacks participation.
