
Note Cards for Research Paper
The purpose behind the use of note cards when writing a research paper is two fold. The first is that it helps you organize your notes; the second is it keeps you from plagiarizing.  You need 5 source cards and 20 note cards.

Step 1: Creation of Source Note cards – also referred to as bibliography cards

For each source you use, you need to create a source card.  In the upper right corner of the card write a number.  This number will be placed on all the note cards that you write based on this source.  When you use the information in text you know what source it came from and can include the appropriate in text citation.


Website
Author last name, first initial(if found). (date). Website title. Name of article. Retrieved date from url

If no author is found use the title of the article. If no date is found put n.d. in the parenthesis.

Make sure you use the proper punctuation, capitalization, and spacing

Microsoft Word 2010 has a reference section that will help you create your reference page.  However, it is based on how you type it so make sure your capitalization is correct. It also does not do hanging indention or double spacing.

Step 2: Creation of Note cards

Note cards are just that – cards with your notes on it.  Before you start- write the number of the source in the upper right corner of the card.

Each card should have one fact.  Put the information in your own words.  If you copy make sure you use quotation marks.

Step3:Use of Note cards

As you begin to write your paper, you can actually place your note cards in the order that you want them to appear in your paper.  For you visual learners this is a great tool to help you stay organized while writing.
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you can’t be judgmental. “some people have lived incredible lives” 
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This refers to the source card so you know which one to cite.
























