
III. The Transformation of the West 
A.
A Diverse Region

1.
The political and economic incorporation of the American West was part of a global process.

2.
The federal government acquired Indian land by war and treaties, administered land sales, and distributed land to farmers, railroads, and mining companies.

B. Farming on the Middle Border 
1.
More land came into cultivation during the thirty years after the Civil War than during the previous two-and-a-half centuries of American history. Lots of advertisements plus the RR were selling off subsidized land and the government used the Homestead Act to get people to move.

2.
Farming was difficult and much of the burden fell to women.  Not only did they have natural disasters, but had to also deal with snakes and isolation. Men spent most of the time on the cash crops, while the women did everything else to survive.

C. Bonanza Farms 
1.
John Wesley Powell warned that the region’s arid land required large-scale irrigation projects and cooperative, communal farming. But this didn’t stop the small farmers.

2.
Small farmers became increasingly oriented to national and international markets. They would focus on a single crop that would be sold far away.

3.
As crop production increased, prices fell and small farmers throughout the world suffered severe difficulties during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Part of this was also due to the dependence on loans to pay for the goods that were brought by the RR that were once produced in their homes.

D.
Large-Scale Agriculture in California

1.
The future of western farming ultimately lay with giant agricultural enterprises, as seen in California.

E. The Cowboy and the Corporate West 
1.
Cowboys became symbols of a life of freedom on the open range.

 2.
By the mid-1880s, farmers enclosed more and more of the open range and moved cattle operations close to rail connections.
3.
Many western industries fell under the sway of companies that mobilized eastern and European investment in order to introduce advanced technology.

F. The Subjugation of the Plains Indians 
1.
The incorporation of the West into the national economy spelled the doom of the Plains Indians and their world. 

2.
As settlers encroached on Indian lands, bloody conflict between the army and Plains tribes began in the 1850s and continued until 1890. 

3.
Numbering 30 million in 1800, buffalo were nearly extinct due to hunting and army campaigns by 1890. This was the tactic used by the U.S. government to put an end to the Indians.

G.
“Let Me Be a Free Man” -one example of their policy of putting an end to the Native Americans.

1.
The Nez Percé were chased over 1,700 miles before surrendering in 1877.

2.
Chief Joseph spoke of freedom before a distinguished audience in 1879.

3.
Defending their land, Sioux and Cheyenne warriors attacked Custer at Little Big Horn - killing all of Custer’s men.

4.    The Comanche empire fell in the 1870s. They were once considered an equal with the French, Spanish and American governments controlling trade routes in the Southwest.

5.
Indian resistance only temporarily delayed the onward march of white soldiers, settlers, and prospectors. 

H.
Remaking Indian Life

1. Forced assimilation - wanted the Native Americans to give up their religion, communal property, nomadic way of life and  gender relations for Christian worship., private ownership, and small farming on reservations with the men tilling the farm and the women working in the home. 
2. In 1871, Congress eliminated the treaty system that dated back to the Revolutionary era. This is where they would make treaties with independent nations.
a. Supported by the RR who saw sovereign native american lands as an obstacle and by the Republicans who said it was against the unity born of the Civil War.
b. The Bureau of Indian Affairs created boarding schools for Indian Children could learn American way of life.
I. The Dawes Act 

1.
The crucial step in attacking tribalism came in 1887, with the passage of the Dawes Act.

a. The policy proved to be a disaster for the Indians.
b. broke up land of tribes into small parcels to be distributed to Indian families with the remainder auctioned off to white settlers. 
c. Those that accepted the farms and American way of life would become full citizens.
d.  Between 1887 and 1930, Indians lost 86 million of the 136 million acres of land they had originally.
J.
Indian Citizenship

1.
Many nineteenth-century laws offered citizenship to Indians if they gave up tribal identity and assimilated into American society, but not many Indians were willing to give up their tribal identity.

2. Elk v. Wilkins (1884) agreed with lower court rulings that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments did not apply to Indians.
3. Some took advantage of the Dawes Act, but many still hadn’t.  It wasn’t until 1924 when Congress passed the law that allowed all Native Americans to become citizens.
K. The Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee 
1.
Some Indians sought solace in the Ghost Dance, a religious revitalization campaign reminiscent of the  pan-Indian movements led by earlier prophets like Neolin and Tenskwatawa. Told of the day that Whites would disappear and the Indians would be able to practice their tradition again.

2.
On December 29, 1890, fearing a general uprising, soldiers opened fire on Ghost Dancers encamped on Wounded Knee Creek in South Dakota, killing between 150 and 200 Indians, mostly women and children.

L.Settler Societies and Global Wests 

1. The conquest of the American West was part of a global process. 
2. Countries like Argentina, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, as well as the United States, are often called “settler societies,” because emigrants from overseas quickly outnumbered and displaced the original inhabitants.
IV. Politics in a Gilded Age 
Gilded comes from a Mark Twain novel. It implies more than just being covered in gold, but that it hides something less than the glittering surface.  Twain used this term because there were a lot of great things that occurred, but there was also a lot of corruption that took place during this time period.

A.
The Corruption of Politics

1.

 Americans during the Gilded Age saw their nation as an island of political democracy in a world still dominated by undemocratic governments.  Few countries had universal suffrage and even Britain did not give the working class the right to vote  until 1884.

2. 
Political corruption was rife. Often referred to as the third house, railroad lobbyists were some of the most powerful.  Many lawmakers held stock in the very companies they were supposed to be regulating.

3.

Urban politics fell under the sway of corrupt political machines. Political organizations that controlled all aspects of political city life.

a. Boss Tweed – friendly with both railroads and the unions.  Immigrants liked him as he provided them with food, jobs, and places to live.  He was often considered a robin hood by the poor because of his willingness to help them. He was finally ousted in the 1870s by political reformers and businessmen that were tired of paying him.
4.
Corruption was at the national level too.  Supported companies they were supposed to regulate.

a. Crédit Mobilier – under Grant.  A corporation formed by the Union Pacific Railraod stockholders to oversee the line’s government contracts. They basically were allowed to sign contracts with themselves at a huge profit.  Stock was distributed to members of Congress including the Speaker of the House
b. Whiskey Ring – another example under Grant hwere Republican officials, tax collectors and whiskey manufacturers defrauded the American governmet.
B.
The Politics of Dead Center

1. Every Republican candidate for president from 1868 to 1900 had fought in the Union army. 
a. Union soldiers’ pensions (lavish payments to them and their widows)  made up 40% of the budget.
b. Controlled the North, Midwest, and west
2. Democrats dominated the South and Catholic votes. 
3. The parties were closely divided and national elections very close. Less than 1% difference.  Often times the winner trailed in the popular vote.
a. With the election of 1874,  a democratic congress took hold and resulted in political stalemate for the  next two decades.
4. Gilded Age presidents made little effort to mobilize public opinion or to exert executive leadership. Most of them were one term presidents and kept very small staffs.
5. In some ways, American democracy in the Gilded Age seemed remarkably healthy.
a. Closely contested, 80% of registered voters voted.  Lots of public rallies.  Even though some were caught up in the Credit mobilier scandal, great speeches still got them elected.
C.
Government and the Economy

1. The nation’s political structure proved ill-equipped to deal with the problems created by the economy’s rapid growth. 
a. Continued to be relatively small – most activities left to the states.


b.
Tariff policy was debated. Both parties had ties to business.  Republicans like the high tariff as it protected American business and wanted to reduce government spending., repay the national debt.  Democrats were against the high tariff, but still tied to business and didn’t want to increase the money supply to relieve the pressures that many farmers felt.



c.
Return to gold standard in 1879. Paper money was exchangeable for gold at a fixed rate.  This was the first time since the Civil War.

2.
Republican economic policies strongly favored the interests of eastern industrialists and bankers.  This was a disadvantage to the southern and western farmers – they had to pay high prices while accepting low prices for their goods.

D. Reform Legislation
 1.
The Civil Service Act of 1883 created a merit system for federal employees. As a result of President Garfield’s assassination.  Only applied to 10%. Made political funding more closely tied to business since they could no longer give the a job.

2.
Congress established the Interstate Commerce Commission in 1887.  This was in response to the abuses of the Railroads and the Wabash cases. It was to regulate the railroads, but often was tied up in court cases so couldn’t really accomplish much.

3.
The Sherman Antitrust Act, passed in 1890, banned practices that restrained free trade. The language was very vague, but both these laws did set the precedent that the national government could regulate the economy to promote the public good.

E.
Political Conflict in the States

1.
State governments expanded their responsibilities to the public.  Cities started to invest in city parks and infrastructure

2.
Third parties enjoyed significant (if short-lived) success in local elections.

a. The Greenback-Labor Party – wanted to stop taking greenbacks out of circulation thinking more money would be in circulation so more people could pay off their debts. This would allow the government not the banks to determine the money supply. Was against the use of police and private forces to deal with strikes.  Able to control elections in many small industrial towns.
3.
Farmers responded to railroad policies by organizing the Grange.  They complained the high freight rates, discrimination in favor of large producers and shippers, and high fees charged by railroad controlled grain warehouses. They established cooperative warehouse/storehouses to keep grain until prices were reasonable. Able to get some new laws passed to regulate the railroads.

4.
Some states passed eight-hour-day laws.  Labor movement began to rebuild.  Although the laws were passed, no one to enforce them.

V. Freedom in the Gilded Age 
A.
The Social Problem

1.
As the United States matured into an industrial economy, Americans struggled to make sense of the new social order.

2.
Many Americans sensed that something had gone wrong in the nation’s social development.  Many talked about the different classes and how to make changes.  Congress and states began to investigate the relationship between labor and capital. What they found was powerful distrust between employee and employer.

B. Freedom, Inequality, and Democracy 
1. Many Americans viewed the concentration of wealth as inevitable, natural, and justified by progress. 
2. Others felt that wage labor, once thought temporary, was not a road to economic independence.
3. Wages were determined by the iron law of supply and demand and wealth went to those with the best business skills, not the hardest worker.
4. The belief of freedom and equality no longer seemed to be supported.  Many industrialists thought people should accept their equality in freedom as well as their inequality in the distribution of wealth.  
2.
“Liberal reformers” broke away from the Republican party and helped change the opinion about Reconstruction.  Gilded Age reformers feared that with lower-class groups seeking to use government to advance their own interests, democracy was becoming a threat to individual liberty and to the rights of property.  Some wanted to return to the property requirements for voting.

C. Social Darwinism in America 
1.
Charles Darwin put forth the theory of evolution, whereby plant and animal species best suited to their environment took the place of those less able to adapt. Other terms such as natural selection, survival of the fittest and struggle for existence were borrowed from Darwin’s original work and applied to the social problems of the time period.

2.
Social Darwinism argued that evolution was as natural a process in human society as it was in nature and that government must not interfere (this would just upset the natural order of things).  large industries developed because they were better adapted to the environment than earlier forms.

3. Failure to advance in society was widely thought to indicate a lack of character.   Even the depressions of the 1870s and 1890s did not sway their opinion.  People’s financial situation was their own fault.  Charity workers would spend many hours determining who was a “deserving” poor (widows, orphans) versus the undeserving. There was no public relief except to those living in the poor houses. To get better, they needed to practice “personal economy, keep out of debt, and educate their children in the principles of the marketplace”.
4. The Social Darwinist William G. Sumner believed that freedom required frank acceptance of inequality. According to him, no social class owed anything to anyone.
D.
Liberty of Contract

1.
Labor contracts reconciled freedom and authority in the work- place. All labor relations were governed by labor contracts that people freely and independently entered into.  No one, unions nor government had a right to interfere with working conditions and Americans had no grounds to complain.

2.
The demands by workers that government should help them struck liberals as an example of how the misuse of political power posed a threat to liberty.  They basically thought a man had the right to labor as much or as little as he wanted to and no one should interfere with that.

E. The Courts and Freedom 
1.
The courts viewed state regulation of business as an insult to free labor. At first they were willing to side with the regulatory laws if it represented a significant public interest.  Munn v. Illinois was upheld saying the states could regulate the RR and set maximum charges. Nine years later this was overturned in the Wabash case.  This helped create the ICC

2. The courts generally sided with business enterprises that complained of a loss of economic freedom. There are several examples of where the courts backed up labor including US v. EC Knight - this used the Sherman Anti Trust Act to try and break up a sugar monopoly. The court said it couldn’t be used because the act only regulated commerce,not manufacturing. 
3.  However the Sherman Anti trust act was used whenever it could be to stop labor unions from forming.  it was mostly used to issue injunctions to stop strikes on the grounds that they interfered with freedom of trade.
3. Lochnerism - used to describe all liberty of contract decisions.
4. Lochner v. New York voided a state law establishing ten hours per day or sixty per week as the maximum hours of work for bakers, citing that it infringed on individual freedom.
5. Did it go too far?  the court stretched the meaning of liberty. It overturned as a violation of personal liberty a Kansas law that prohibited yellow dog contracts.  It also struck down a law saying coal miners needed to be paid in money rather than paper only usable at the company store.
6. John P. Mitchell - they  are being guaranteed the liberties they do not want and denied the liberty that is of real value to them”
VI Labor and the Republic 
A.
The Overwhelming Labor Question

1. More than at any other time the public was split over class lines.  The question on everyones lips was about labor.
2. The 1877 Great Railroad Strike demonstrated that there was an overwhelming labor question.  The strike started in Pittsburgh, Workers went on strike to protest a pay cut.  Police were used to force them back to work and shot into a crowd killing 20. The workers responded by burning the city’s rail yards. Strikes spread throughout railroad towns including Chicago and St. Louis.  This was the first national labor walkout. It showed the solidarity among workers as well as the relationship between teh republican party and the industrialists.  President Hayes who had just removed federal troops from the south ordered them to the north to use force to put the strike down.
3. As a result, the federal government constructed armories in the major cities to have troops on hand in case a strike would break out.
B. The Knights of Labor in an Industrial Age 
1. The Knights of Labor organized all workers to improve social conditions. It was led by Terrence Powderly.   It did not matter if they were skilled or unskilled, blacks and whites (they only excluded Asians on the West coast). By 1886 they had nearly 800,000 members.  They participated in boycotts, strikes, potlical action, educational and social activities.
2. Platform: They put forth a large list of programs from an 8 hr work day, to public employment, currency reform, anarchism, socialism and the creation of a cooperative commonwealth.  These all came from the idea that social conditions needed a drastic change.
C.
The Conditions Essential to Liberty

1. Assault on Social Darwinsim and Liberty of Contract - because of the economic growth and corruption, people had lost control of their own livelihood and the government.
2. New Slavery 
Workers were declared to be the new “slave power” and concentrated capital had become more powerful than the state.

3. Threat to democracy
Extreme wealth and poverty threatened the existence of a democratic government.

Labor raised the question of whether meaningful freedom could exist in a situation of extreme economic inequality.   They went so far as to rewrite the declaration of independence saying that workers had been had been oppressed by the “unjust domination of a special class”    They went on to ask for inaleinable riths “life, adn the means of libering, liberty and the conidtions essential to liberty.

D. Middle-Class Reformers

1. Alarmed by fear of class warfare and the growing power of concentrated capital, social thinkers offered numerous plans for change.  Many novels regarding either utopias or cataclysmic novels appear predicting that social confict would end wither in a new harmonious social order or in total catastrophe.
2. The fact that all three books were widely popular showed that something was radically wrong in the present social organization.
 Progress and Poverty
1. Henry George’s solution was the single tax. 
2.
George rejected the traditional equation of liberty with ownership of land. 

The Cooperative Commonwealth

1.
Lawrence Gronlund’s Cooperative Commonwealth was the first book to popularize socialist ideas for an American audience.  Socialism is the belief that private control of economic enterprises should be replaced by government ownership in order to ensure a fairer distribution of the benefits of the wealth produced. This was a widely held belief in Europe, but only held by immigrants in the U.S. since here private property was essential to individual freedom.

2.
It explained socialist concepts in easy-to-understand prose. Thought it would be the result of peaceful evolution, not violent  upheaval. As a result it seemed more acceptable to the middle class.

Bellamy’ s
Utopia - Looking Backward
1.
Freedom, Edward Bellamy insisted, was a social condition resting on interdependence, not on autonomy.

2. Bellamy held out the hope of retaining the material abundance made possible by industrial capitalism while eliminating inequality.
What do they mean? The success of these books showed that people understood there was something wrong with the present society. Each of the three writers wanted to reclain an imagined golden age of soical harmony and American freedom

H. Social Gospel 
1. When these books came out, the government and social darwinism were under attack from all directions.  Reformers tended to be looking at specific individual sins such as drinking.

2. Gospel of Wealth - Carengie’s belief that the rich should help the poor gave a moral ground to social darwinism.

3. Walter Rauschenbusch insisted that freedom and spiritual self development required an equalization of wealth and power and that unbridled competition mocked the Christian ideal of brotherhood.
4. began as a way to reform the Protestant churches by expanding their appeal in poor urban neighborhoods and making them more attentive to the social ills.
2.
Social Gospel adherents established mission and relief programs in urban areas. attempted to get rid of poverty, child labor, and encouraged better working class housing.  They worked with the Knights of labor for better wages and working conditions.  Even the Catholic church fell into suit (they normally stayed out of issue regarding social reform)

I. The Haymarket Affair 
BY 1886, membership in the Knights of Labor began to increase.  May 1st or May Day became a day to parade, picnics and protests and was organized by labor unions.

 1.
On May 1, 1886, some 350,000 workers in cities across the country demonstrated for an eight-hour day.
A. Strike at the McCormick Plant
In 1885 The iron moulders union went on strike to protest wage reductions at the McCormack plant.  The plant brought in strikebreakers and private police that clashed with the workers. The city urged the plant to give into the union demands.  But in Feb. of 1886, the plant announced it was going to be a nonunion shop after it installed new machinery that reduced its dependance on the iron moulders skills.  This time the city sided with the plant.
B. On May 3, 1886 four strikers were killed by police. The next day a protest was held in Haymarket square to protest the killings.  Near the end of the speeches, someone threw a bomb that killed a policeman on May 4. No one ever knew who threw the bomb, but 8 men were arrested on the grounds that they were anarchists.
3.
Employers took the opportunity to paint the labor movement as a dangerous and un-American force prone to violence and controlled by foreign-born radicals.

4.
Seven of the eight men accused of plotting the Haymarket bombing were foreign-born.  Four of them were hanged, one committed suicide and the remaining three were imprisoned until they were pardoned in 1893.

J. Labor and Politics 
1. At this time, many poltical candidates were assicoated with labor.  Their aim was to end the use of police - both private and public and court injuctions  to stop strikes and labor organizations.  At least 60 out of 100 between 1886 and 1888 won office.
2. Henry George ran for mayor of New York in 1886 on a labor ticket. This was one of the most publicized campaigns. he wanted to bring attention to a single tax on land, but labor leaders had a different plan whose plan was to stop the use of the attacks on unions by the police and court system.
2. The events of 1886 suggested that labor might be on the verge of establishing itself as a permanent political force.
3. Fall of the Knights - due to poor organization and a surge in membership that they could not control the knights soon declined.

