
Chapter 3 - Development of Industrial America

Triumph of Industry

Focus Question - how did industrialization affect the U.S.?

By the end of the century, cities began to grow as industry increased helping the U.S. become a powerful nation.

1. Industry and Technology Advance Rapidly
a. Causes
i. geography and natural resources such as oil, coal, and lumber.
ii. Government policies encouraged business to develop
iii. cultural climate liked entrepreneurs - no one took charity - it was all about what you could do.
b. new Technology
i. light bulb, telephone, electricity
c. Impact
i. increased peoples standard of living
ii. urbanization
iii. better production
iv. new transportation
v. new communication
2. Rise of Big business
People such as Carnegie and Rockefeller were among the richest in the world - along with others, each dominated a particular product.  

A. Robber Barons or Captains of industry

Some were known as robber barons because of their business practices.  Many thought they were stealing money by paying low wages and tricky tactics. Others thought they were captains of industry because they led the country into new prosperity.

B. New Business Practices

1. Trusts:
They would assign stock to aboard of trustees who organize into a new organization. They they pay the shareholders dividends or profits. They were created by joining different companies of similar products.

2. Vertical integration 

This was one way where they would buy out all the suppliers of a particular product. this was Carnegie’s tactic.

3. Horizontal Integration

This was what Rockefeller did. He would link together companies that made similar products. He would normally drop his prices to drive other companies into selling and then once he could buy them at cheap prices, he would rise the prices again.

C. Social Darwinism
At the turn of century, Darwin’s theory of survival of the fittest was adapted by Herbert Spencer to society.  Basically businessmen used this to justify their business practices saying it was survival of the strongest.  It also helped justify no government regulation because if the government was to regulate business that would interfere with the natural order of things.

1.Gospel of Wealth

Carnegie was a big believer in the social darwinism, but he added something to it, the Gospel of wealthy. He saw it as his responsibility and others who were also rich to give back by making society better. He created many libraries and gave much of his money away through philanthropic endeavors.

D. Sherman Anti Trust Act
many politicians agreed with the concept of Social Darwinism, but they were getting more and more pressure from their constituents to do something about the mistreatment of  small business. They passed this law to attack the monopolies that big busienss had formed. It basically said it was illegal to form mergers or monopolies but little was done to enforce it.

3. Workers Organize
A. Working Conditions
they had long days, low pay, and unsafe conditions.  People were now workers versus producers and took little pride in what they did, mostly because the tasks were so repetitive.

1. women and children
women usually worked in textile factories and were paid less than men. Children were used to work in small dark areas. Breaker boys were young boys who worked in the coal mines. They also worked for less than women - but often times children were able to find work while adults could not.

B. Unions form
1. Knights of Labor
one of the first unions to form they organized all workers around an 8 hour work day, but they did not last long after several strikes they were involved in turned violent.

2. American Federation of Labor
they worked with specific goals such as increased wages and better conditions.  They were not as open as the Knights of Labor and only allowed skilled or craft workers in.

C. Socialism
This was new form of economy that was big in Eastern Europe. It focused on the proletariat or the workers, owning the production.  Many believers called for a workers revolution.  In the U.S. the movement was led by Eugene V. Debs. They believed social darwinism was bad adn wanted government ownership of railroads and wanted worked to unionize to combat big business.

4. Workers and Big Business Clash
several violent clashes occurred as unions started to form.

A. Haymarket Riot
This was in 1886. a protest was being held after several workers were fired. At the protest, a bomb went off killing a police officer.  Although no one was sure who set the bomb, 8 people were arrested simply because of their affliation with the union and their political beleifs - many were anarchists.

B. Homestead Strike of 1892
This occurred at one of Carnegie’s Steel mills.  workers wanted to unionize, the mill manager said no and called in the the Pinkerton Detectives to protect the mills.  After shots were fired and several people killed and injured, the national guard was called in to put the strike down.  This left such a bad experience that steel workers would not unionize for another 40 years.

C. Pullman Strike 1894
This started with a walk out over wages.  The economy was bad and Pullman cut wages. But he either kept prices in his town the same or raised them. Since everyone that worked in his factory lived in his town they were now making even less.  They were supported by the American Railway Union (led by Debs) who refused to pull any train with a Pullman car. Eventually President Cleveland sent in troops and ended the strike on the side of Pullman saying the strike interfered with interstate commerce since all train service was interrupted.

Section 2 Immigration and Urbanization

Focus Question - Why did immigrants come to the United States, and how did they impact society?

1. New Immigarnts
A. Old versus New

the first wave of immigrants came mostly from northern and Western Europe.  in the late 1880s a new wave came that were mostly from Southern and Eastern. They spoke different languages, had different religions, and looked different. When they got here they were not willing to give up their old ways.

B. Why they came

They came for several different reasons. Some of the push factors had to do with persecution - both Religions - jews were being pushed out of Russia with the pogroms, or political beliefs. Another push factor was mandatory military service as in Russia.  There were also pull factors such as the opportunities the expanding U.S. economy offered, political and religious freedom as well.

2. Experience
A. Journey
the journey from Europe usually took about a week. From Asia it could be several months.

B. Ellis Island
All Europeans came through Ellis Island.  They were interviewed by government officials about medical health and criminal activity. If they were thought to be a health risk or criminal they were sent back. Less than 2% were sent back.

C. Angel Island
those that came into the West Coast went through Angel Island. The process was the same, however it took a lot longer. Some waited months and even years. One of the things was that the Americans did not take into effect the cultural difference.  Also Chinese were considered less than Americans and they wanted to find a reason for them not to come and stay.

D. Fraternal Organizations
when they got here, they were often met by people from the same heritage that took care of them.  The immigrants didn’t mix and new comers would go to the same neighborhoods of others fro their homeland.

E. Impact on Cutlure
They did not want to give up their own culture and began to create newspapers, churches and cultural institutions to continue their culture.

4. Urbanization
Urbanization is the growth of cities. They expanded rapidly at the turn of the century for several reasons.

A. Causes
Both immigrants and migrants came to the cities looking for new job opportunities. Due to the new technology not as much labor was needed on farms, so not only was their a new group of people coming into the US, but there were also Americans moving into the cities.  The technology also allowed city life to be better. Things such as electricity and electric street cars made it safer and easier to get around.

B. Suburbs and Ghettos
As a result of the movement of people, suburbs were created. Part of this is due to the fact that were new forms of transportation that would allow people to work in areas other than where they lived.  As more and more immigrants came, ghettos formed.  These are not what we think of them today, but were just segregated neighborhoods as the varying ethnic groups would not intermingle or live with each other.

C. Problems
1. Overcrowding
One of the biggest problems was overcrowding.  As a result, tenements or subdivided homes were created. Often times many people would live in a one room apartment. Most tenements housed 20 families (usually extended families) and had no ventilation or sanitation. Everything was dumped out the front window onto the streets.  Overcrowding led to other problems such as sanitation and crime.

5. Changing Society
A. Creation of a Middle Class
Since there was  demand for a skilled workforce a new middle class was formed.  They were paid more and often held supervisory positions.  

B. Mass consumption
new stores were created such as Macy’s and JCPenny with mail order catalogs that allowed products of the city to be brought to everyone.

C. Colleges and Education
because an education work force was needed, requirements for education changed.  There was now a focus on skills not just reading and writing.  More women began to go to college and illiteracy decreaseed.

D. Arts and Entertainment
new authors such as Mark Twain and Emily Dickinson began to write. Vaudeville and silent movies also became popular, as did dime store novels often talking about the cowboy.  Amusement parks and organized sports were introduced and became more popular including the NCAA for college sports, more organized rules for baseball and football.

E. Social Gospel Movement
As the middle class grew, they began to help out others as well fighting for better wages and working conditions for all. Some believed this was a way to salvation, others beleived they just needed to spread their Christian values.

Section 3 The South and West Transformed

Focus Question:

1. The New South
A. Agriculture to Industry
 The south had always had an agricultural economy. Most of that was destroyed in the Civl War and they were hoping to become more industrialized. This happened in some northern cities, but it did not happen as fast as they wanted and many Southerners ended up borrowing money from Northerners which only benefited the North not the south

B. Problems
As a result the south dealt with many problems such as illiteracy and segregation. There were also some natural disasters they had to deal with like the Boll Weevil that was eating the cotton crops.  Many of the poor both black and white turned to sharecropping. This tended to limit the types of crops grown and many of the share croppers were cheated so they could never get ahead.

C. African Americans
They continued to lose rights. Several groups like the KK and the White Councils began to strip them of any chance to enjoy full freedom

2. Cultures Clash in the West
A. government policies
After the Civil War, there was a push to move West. The belief was move the Indians to reservations

